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LAKE CARMI ASSOCIATION NEWS 
Brought to you by the Lake Carmi Camper's Association, Inc., & other fine sponsors

In Loving Memory of Our Late Editor & Dear Friend, Larry Myott

Usually, the last article of the season is 
a no brainer. I re-cap the highlights of the 
season and set forth an agenda for the 
next year. I can do that, but the 
overwhelming impulse I have is to talk 
about the water quality this year. It has 
been a constant challenge for me and 

others.  
It has been a huge 
disappointment 
a n d p e r s i s t e n t 
s o u r c e o f 
frustration to rise 
in the morning 
only be greeted by 
green water. You 
can’t take that 

swim. You dare not let your grandkids in 
the water. The dog is also on a leash, as 
the water can be bad for them too. 

Bottom line: You can’t use your 
backyard! How bad is that?! 

I hate to be negative, but I must admit 
that it feels good to get that all out on the 
table. I’m sure there are others who share 
my sentiments, as many of you have 
lived with the condition of the lake all 
season. To coin a phrase from the 60s, the 
water quality this season has been a real 
bummer.  

We had high hopes that the aeration 
system would keep the algae at bay. 
Except for some glitches at the beginning 
of the season, the system has worked 
flawlessly. Nevertheless, the algae 
blooms persisted.  

It is thought that the system possibly 
can’t deal with the degree of sediment at 
the lake bottom. There is too much 
legacy phosphorous to treat, and the 
system cannot produce enough oxygen to 
keep the phosphorous bound to the 
sediment. When there is insufficient 
oxygen, the phosphorous releases from 
the sediment into the water column and 
fuels the algae bloom. 

So what now? The present thought is 
that aeration alone may not be the 
answer. Discussions have ensued about 
treating the lake with alum. Alum binds 
or traps the sediment at the bottom of the 
lake so that phosphorous cannot be 
released into the water column. It has 
been successfully used at Ticklenaked 
Pond in Caledonia County on the western 
border of Vermont.  

Alum is not cheap. The estimate for an 
application to Lake Carmi ranges to as 
high as seven figures. So, before any 

decision is made to apply alum, its 
success must be a reasonable certainty. 

What’s next? The success of alum 
depends significantly on the degree of 
erosion and sediment that enter the lake. 
Alum has no effect on phosphorous 
entering the lake after the treatment. This 
phosphorous would be available to fuel 
an algae bloom. Therefore, it is crucial 
we continue to work in the watershed to 
reduce erosion. The Franklin Watershed  

Carmi Water 
Quality Work 
Continues as 
Summer Ends

TRAFFIC LIGHTS ON LAKE CARMITRAFFIC LIGHTS ON LAKE CARMI
Kayakers cross Lake Carmi on a quiet August day.                              Photograph by Claudia ElliotKayakers cross Lake Carmi on a quiet August day.                              Photograph by Claudia Elliot

See REPORT, pg. 5
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Hello everyone. 
I hope you all enjoyed your summer as much as possible! It is 

always sad to see another summer season coming to an end, and 
while this season may have brought some disappointments, we 
remain hopeful for the future.  

This month we had two exciting 
meetings at Lake Carmi. The first was on 
Aug. 18 with Agency of Natural 
Resources Secretary Julie Moore and 
Franklin County Sen. Randy Brock. 
Diane and David Larose were gracious 
enough to lead the conversation and take 
us on a boat ride around the lake. The 
next meeting occurred on Aug. 30 with 
two representatives from Sen. Bernie 

Sanders’ office. This time our boat captain was John Costa, with the 
conversation being led by Rob Evans. At both meetings, we 
discussed how hard we have worked within the watershed to reduce 
our phosphorus loads entering the lake. These conversations were 
vital to tackling the ongoing cyanobacteria problem. We asked that 
our visitors keep Lake Carmi at the forefront of their water quality 
discussions. Our guests listened diligently and gave us hope for 
next steps in improving our lake’s water quality.   

One bit of news we shared with our guests is that, based on the 
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) models, the DEC has reported 
that Lake Carmi has successfully met our load reduction goals! We 
also had our best year yet with the aeration system running at full 
capacity. However, we still see significant blooms throughout the 
lake, and we are losing the UVM data collection buoy.  

Overall, it has been a busy summer for the Franklin Watershed 
Committee (FWC). We collected nine sets of tributary samples to 
track changes in phosphorus levels. The data showed a reduction in 
phosphorus from previous years. We are compiling this data and 
uploading it to our website, so stay tuned! Our Best Management 
Practices (BMP) project with the Franklin County Natural 
Resources Conservation District (FCNRCD) has been going 
extremely well. So far we have performed 11 site visits and 
LakeWise evaluations, and we have awarded two LakeWise 
certifications! It is not too late to schedule a site visit of your own 
to learn how to make your shoreline more lake-friendly. Contact 
info@franklincountynrcd.org if you are interested.  

Later this month, we will be walking the tributaries to scout areas 
of significant erosion that may benefit from implementing a BMP. 
These stream walks will be part of the BMP project with the 
FCNRCD. Finally, we are diligently submitting reports of 
cyanobacteria blooms to the Lake Champlain Committee, as well as 
keeping a photo journal on the FWC website. Thank you so much 
to everyone who has submitted photos. They are vital in our efforts 
to log the extent and severity of blooms.   

The FWC would like to remind you all that we offer a $75 dollar 
rebate for having your septic system pumped and a $25 rebate for 
portalet rentals. If you have had your septic system pumped or 
rented a portalet, you may send a copy of your receipt, stating that 
your camp had a pump-out, to the Franklin Watershed Committee, 
P.O. Box 79, Franklin, VT 05457. be sure to include an address 
where the rebate check can be mailed! 

With summer ending, I want to say that I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my first season as Watershed Coordinator. I am so happy to 
have met some of you and to be giving back to this wonderful lake 
that I have grown up loving. I hope to see you next summer!

Busy Month Includes 
Hosting Special Guests

By Julia 
Crocker, 
Coordinator, 
Franklin 
Watershed 
Committee

mailto:info@franklincountynrcd.org
mailto:info@franklincountynrcd.org
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It was recently brought to my attention that not everyone 
saw our bulk email announcing the winners of the Lake it 
Easy lighting contest in July and did not list the winners in 
earlier editions of this newsletter. We apologize. 

The Lake it Easy Celebrate Lake Carmi Judging Committee 
set about its appointed rounds in July to observe all who felt 
the spirit and lit their camps to enhance the festive 4th of July 
week.  The committee is extremely impressed with the efforts 
put forth by camp owners and commends them all. Even the 
island participated. 

The winners are: 
Most Inviting: Underwood Camp at 647 Wescott Shore 
Most Creative: Johnson Camp at 47 Black Woods Rd. 
Most Patriotic: Lang Camp at 773 Wescott Shore 
Honorable Mention: Larose Camp at 244 Vic’s Crossing, 

Lumnah Camp at 213 Wescott Shore 
Certificates will be awarded to the winners and presented at 

the LCCA Annual Meeting on Thursday, Sept. 15. 
Congratulations to all the winners, and thanks again to all 

who participated. 
Pete Benevento 
President, LCCA

Lake It Easy 
Winners Announced

Closing Camp
By Suzi Hull-Casavant 

The days are shorter, yet the weather remains warm. I want 
to make this time last as long as I can. 

I cleaned out the stove pipe the other day in anticipation of 
cozy, nighttime fires in the cabin and crisp days with blazing 
colors circling the lake.  

It will be a bittersweet. Camp closing always is, as I wish it 
was just a little more weathertight to spend a winter night 
down here, waking up to a blanket of beautiful snow. But that 
is not the case. It will amount to a few visits in the winter, 
making sure a pine tree didn’t land on the camp, and I’ll 
possibly take a walk along the frozen shoreline on a sunny, 
winter day. 

This camp is still my happy place, still a place I go to in 
my mind when the weather is gray and the mood dampens.  

One thing that joins us all together is the place in our mind 
we all go that’s called called Lake Carmi.
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Committee (FWC) is working with the 
Franklin County Natural Resources 
Conservation District (FCNRCD) on a 
project grant that includes stream 
walks in the watershed. The stream 
walks will target the main tributaries 
to the lake to evaluate where 
remediation may be appropriate to 
reduce erosion. This will have a direct 
impact on reducing the phosphorous 
loads thereby enhancing the possibility 
of an Alum treatment. 

The FWC and FCNRCD are also 
working on reducing phosphorous 
loading through the Lakewise 
Program. They are currently visiting 
camps, making recommendations on 
how lake shore owners can limit 
erosion on their property. Please 
contact FWC Coordinator Julia 
Crocker at jcrocker5@une.edu to 
schedule a Lakewise visit. Remember, 
every effort, no matter how big or 
small, is needed to help the lake. 

We will continue to work with the 
Depar tment o f Env i ronmenta l 
Conservation (DEC) on the possible 
use of alum, as well as other solutions. 
DEC has been a very helpful and 
responsive partner in this long journey. 
DEC hosts the next quarterly TMDL 
Coordination meeting virtually on 
Thursday, Oct. 6 at 4 p.m. Please 
c o n t a c t m e a t 
president@lakecarmivt.com for the 
link to the meeting. Potential strategies 
for the lake will be discussed, as well 
as the opportunity to ask pertinent 
questions. I urge you to attend. 

We have also been busy in our 
outreach efforts. Over the past two 
months we have taken ANR Secretary 
Julie Moore and Franklin County 
Senator Randy Brock on a lake tour. 
Both have pledged their support. We 
have also toured the lake with 
representatives from Sen. Bernie 
Sanders’ office, who also responded 
positively. The offices of Sen. Patrick 
Leahy and Congressman Peter Welch 

were contacted too. A reporter from 
WPTZ Channel 5 was also given a 
lake tour. All of this was done to draw 
attention to our cause. We need to 
continue to contact and dialogue with 
those in our state who help us achieve 
our goals. Most importantly, we need 
to ensure state funding stays in place 
for our lake. Please contact your 
elected representatives and urge them 
to continue to support Lake Carmi.  

Alum may or may not be our next 
step. Regardless of the path, the LCCA 
will continue to work throughout the 
year with the FWC and our other 
partners. We will continue to keep you 
updated throughout the winter through 
our website, lakecarmivt.com, and our 
extensive bulk email listing. If you are 
not receiving our bulk emails but wish 
to do so, please send your email 
a d d r e s s t o m e a t 
president@lakecarmivt.com. 

Now to the highlights. Your LCCA 
Board of Directors presented some 
familiar and new events this year. We 
sponsored the Lake It Easy-themed 
Light up Lake Carmi; we re-
introduced the Ice Out Contest and 
held our third concert on the Town 
Green. We also introduced two new 
events which we hope to hold again. 
The first was a tour of the lake and 
lunch we hosted for seniors at Franklin 
Homestead. The second was a golf 
tournament, which was significant 
fundraiser for the Lake Carmi 
Community Foundation (LCCF). I 
w o u l d l i k e t o 
publicly thank our 
LCCA Directors 
a n d L C C A 
m e m b e r s t h a t 
worked to make all 
these events, old 
and new, such a 
success. 

I would also like 
t o t h a n k D a v e 
Bennion and the 
F r a n k l i n 

Selectboard for all their help and 
cooperation throughout the season. 
They too are our partners. They are 
involved in all aspects of helping our 
lake. They were also instrumental in 
establishing the “Lake Carmi” sign at 
the north shore boat launch. For 
anyone familiar with the sign 
regulations in Vermont, this was a 
huge accomplishment. 

I apologize for spending more 
words on water quality than the lighter 
side of living on the lake, but current 
circumstances dictate it. We will 
continue this trend as long as 
necessary. Albeit difficult, we must 
remember our problems were long in 
the making and will take time to 
remedy. We are, however, on the right 
path. We may hit detours along the 
way, but we are heading in the right 
direction. We are much farther down 
the road than a few years ago.  

So what now? Stay engaged and 
stay supportive. Get involved. The 
LCCA, FWC, and the LCCF all need 
your help in achieving their respective 
missions. Together we can achieve our 
water quality goals sooner than later. 
How good is that! 

REPORT from pg.  1

mailto:jcrocker5@une.edu
mailto:president@lakecarmivt.com
mailto:president@lakecarmivt.com
mailto:jcrocker5@une.edu
mailto:president@lakecarmivt.com
mailto:president@lakecarmivt.com
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The following letter was written 
by Franklin Watershed Committee 
President and LCCA Vice President 
Rob Evans. It was sent on Sept. 7, 
2022, to ANR Secretary Julie Moore, 
DEC Commissioner John Beling, the 
Clean Water Board and the Franklin 
County Elected Delegation. The letter 
o u t l i n e s o u r p r i m a r y w a t e r 
quality efforts over the last four years 
and requests funding for the future. We 
ask that all in the Lake Carmi 
community contact our State and 
Local representatives requesting that 
Lake Carmi continue to receive the 
necessary level of funding for water 
quality efforts.  

Thank you. 
Pete Benevento, Pres. LCC 

As we move into fall and I look out 
over Lake Carmi, I am struck by what 
a special place this lake really is. 
However, our continuing clean water 
challenges remind us daily of the work 
that still needs to be done. Late in 
June, we once again experienced an 
extensive algae bloom that has lasted 
now for months. Our beaches have 
been closed, our shorelines have been 
choked with thick blue green algae, 
and campers and community members 
have been extremely frustrated by 
their inability to enjoy all the lake has 
to offer. In fact, many camp owners 
left the lake early, some renters of 
camps cancelled their reservations due 
to the poor water quality, and I’m sure 
the town has felt the financial impacts 
due to the lake’s poor water quality. 
While we understand that our situation 
is not unique to Vermont’s lakes and 
ponds, we are the only lake designated 
as a “Lake in Crisis” in the state, and 
we simply must do better to address 
this crisis and prevent a situation 
where month-long blooms on Lake 
Carmi become the norm. 

For four years now, the aeration 
system that was deployed in the lake 
has not delivered the outcomes we had 
all hoped it would. Flaws in the design 
of the system and frustrat ing 
maintenance issues have kept us from 
experiencing a fully functioning 
system throughout an entire summer 
since the system was installed. For the 
first three years of operation, and 
despite the system working in an 
uninterrupted manner in 2022, the 
lake’s water quality and frequency and 
intensity of blooms are as bad as ever.  

Additionally, the system’s outages 
in 2020 and 2021, followed by repair 
and redeployment, appears to have led 
to increased internal phosphorus 
loading in the lake, as evidenced by 
abnormally high summer mean total 
phosphorus concentrations for those 
two years. Finally, the data being 
collected by the monitoring buoy 
currently deployed in the middle of the 
lake leads us to believe the aeration 
system is not providing enough relief 
for our lake and our algae blooms 
seem to be as bad as they ever were. 

While we recognize and appreciate 
the significant financial and personal 
resources that have been committed to 
enhancing water quality at Lake 
Carmi, we fear that if more is not 
done, we will lose our decades-long 
battle, and Lake Carmi will continue 
on its downward 
spiral. In an effort 
to support our 
w o r k , w e a r e 
ask ing for the 
following. 

1. Funding to 
c o n d u c t a 
d i a g n o s t i c 
f e a s i b i l i t y 
s tudy for a 
possible alum 
treatment at 

Lake Carmi. 
2. F u n d i n g b e r e s e r v e d i n 

Vermont’s Clean Water Initiative 
Program (CWIP) to support an 
alum treatment for Lake Carmi if 
the above feasibil i ty study 
determines this is an appropriate 
strategy. (approximately 1-2 
million) 

3. Increase from $50,000.00 to 
$150,000.00 the annual Lake in 
Crisis funding to support the 
electr ical costs , operat ion/
maintenance of the aeration 
system and the work of our 
Franklin Watershed Coordinator 
in 2023 (despite the aeration 
system’s challenges, data suggests 
that a functioning system may be 
better than no system, and we 
would like to continue to operate 
the system until a determination 
on the alum treatment is made) 

4. Cont inue to suppor t the 
deployment of the data collection 
buoy on Lake Carmi in 2023 
while the aeration system is 
d e p l o y e d a t t h e l a k e . 
(approximately $50,000.00) 

5. C o n t i n u e t o f u n d U V M 
E x t e n s i o n ’s w o r k i n t h e 
watershed, whose assistance has 
been instrumental in helping the 

An Appeal to Officials Regarding Carmi Water Quality

See APPEAL, pg. 16
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A Big THANK YOU 
To Our Advertisers 

As we go to press for this, our last edition of the 2022 
LCCA newsletter, we acknowledge the businesses who 
supported us through advertising this year (listed 
alphabetically below). Our printing expenses more than 
doubled this year due to increased paper costs, and without 
advertiser support, we might have had only a digital version 
available. Please take a look at who supported us, and then 
support them in the weeks and months ahead. The LCCA 
newsletter volunteer staff is most grateful to each advertiser 
for generously supporting us during difficult times. 

ABBEY PUB & RESTAURANT 
ALL JOBS SMALL (JEFF RICHARDS) 

AVE MARIA/OUR LADY OF THE MEADOWS 
AVERY’S SNOWPLOWING & LAWNCARE 

BARN OWL BISTRO 
BATES FARM & HOME 
BERTRAND ELECTRIC 

BEST CHOICE PEST CONTROL 
BOAT HEADQUARTERS 
BOSTON POST DAIRY 

CHAMPLAIN CHEVROLET, INC. 
CHAMPLAIN VALLEY EQUIPMENT 
CLARITY REALTY, DIANNA BENOIT 

KITTELL 
COMMUNITY NATIONAL BANK 

ENOSBURG FALLS COUNTRY CLUB 
FLOWERS BY DEBBIE/JENNY’S BARN 

FRANKLIN TELEPHONE COMPANY 
GARCIA’S BISTRO 

GREAT OUTDOORS 
GREEN’S ACE HARDWARE 

HULL’S INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. 
MARK LARIVEE 

MULLEN INSURANCE 
NOTCH 

ON A LIMB TREE SERVICE 
PAM DEUSO – TUPPERWARE 

PHOENIX HOUSE 1835 
QUINCY HOTEL OF ENOSBURG 

RICHFORD COUNTRY CLUB 
VERMONT MAPLE GIFT SHOPPE 

WOOD MEADOW MARKET 
WORKING DOG SEPTIC
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By Dave Bennion 
Carmi Marsh was born in Enosburgh, 

VT, on Aug. 4, 1842, to Lathrop L. 
Marsh and Lucy Chadwick Marsh. He 
grew up on the Marsh Pond Farm, 
located on the southeast side of 
Franklin Pond. That area is now Lake 
Carmi State Park. 

On Sept. 11, 1862, Carmi and some 
of his friends went to Swanton to enlist 
in Company K of the 13th Vermont 
Infantry. At this first meeting, Carmi 
was elected 2nd Lieutenant, and 
Stephen Brown of Swanton was elected 
1st Lieutenant.  

Lt. Marsh went to Montpelier to 
participate in 
the election 
o f F i e l d 
Officers, and 
t h e n w e n t 
w i t h 
Company K 
to Brattleboro 
to escort the 
12th Vermont 
Regiment to 
Washington, 
DC. On Dec. 

12, Company 
K arrived at camp in Fairfax Court 
House, VA. The cold, damp weather 
and muddy conditions caused many of 
the Company to become ill, including 
Marsh. About Dec. 27, he was 
diagnosed with typhoid pneumonia and 
hospitalized. Two days later, the doctor 
listed him as having cerebra-spinal 
meningitis. 

On Feb. 5, his parents arrived, 
having been contacted about his serious 
illness, and found that he had 
been taken to the home of a 
Southern widow who had 
offered to nurse him back to 
health. This woman, Mary 
Dye Willcoxon, although a 
Confederate sympathizer, 
nursed him back to health 
until he was able to return to 
the family farm in Vermont, 
although it was months before 
he was able function as 
before. After returning home, 
it was years before Carmi 

would once again see this generous 
woman. 

Back i n Ve rmon t , Ca rmi 
continued to operate the family 
farm, eventually acquiring two 
more farms. He also became 
business partners with Olin Merrill 
and Moses P. Perley in operating 
the Kendall Spavin Cure business, 
then located at Enosburg Falls. 
Carmi furnished the necessary 
capital and push to make the 
Kendall Spavin Cure a growing 
and prosperous business. 

Being in Washington, D.C., in 
1898, it occurred to Marsh that he 
would like to see Mrs. Willcoxon 
again. With this objective in view, 
he went to Virginia and made many 
inquiries. He spent several days 
searching, only to learn that this 
Mrs. Willcoxon had married a man 
named Selecman and moved 
further south. It was understood 
that she was living in the vicinity of 
Manassas, VA., and again a widow.  

Carmi located her, finding her in 
need. He gave her a “sum of money,” 
and from then on made an annual visit 
to see her, even sometimes taking his 
wife, daughter and grand-daughter to 
see her. He also never failed to send her 
a check quarterly. Upon hearing in 
1902 that Mary was very ill, he went to 
her and was with her when she died. 
Before returning to Vermont, he paid 
her medical bills and funeral expenses. 

On Sept. 8, 1910, Carmi Marsh, to 
pay tribute to his comrades, presented 
to the Town of Franklin a monument 
“to those who gave their lives” and “to 
those who dared to die but lived”. The 
18-foot-high monument is in Marsh 

Park (the Franklin Town Green). In that 
same year, Franklin Pond, also know as 
Silver Lake, was renamed Lake Carmi 
by the Vermont Legislature. 

Want to join the Franklin Historical 
S o c i e t y ? E m a i l u s a t 
historical@franklinvt.net. 

Not from the Franklin area but still 
interested in Franklin history? We can 
add you to our Friends of Franklin 
Historical Society email list. Just email 
us at historical@franklinvt.net. 

A History of Franklin, 1789-1989 is 
available for sale for $20 at the Haston 
Library or the Franklin Town Clerk. 

C h e c k o u t o u r w e b s i t e a t 
www.franklinvthistorical.com. 

Franklin History Corner 

Carmi Lathrop Marsh: Farmer, 
Soldier, Businessman, 
Philanthropist

From top: 2nd Lt. Carmi 
Marsh; Mary Dye Willcoxon; 
the house near Wolf Run 
Shoales, VA., in which the ill 
2nd Lt. Carmi Marsh spent 
the winter of 1863. 
Background: The monument 
donated to Franklin in 1910. 

(Bottom photograph courtesy 
Gratia Stanley. Background 
photograph by Ethan Dezotelle.)

mailto:historical@franklinvt.net
mailto:historical@franklinvt.net
http://www.franklinvthistorical.com
mailto:historical@franklinvt.net
mailto:historical@franklinvt.net
http://www.franklinvthistorical.com
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FRIDAY, SEPT. 16 
David Miller 
The Abbey Pub, Sheldon. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 17 
Golden Beats 
10 a.m., Franklin Town 
Hall. Funamentals of Drums 
Alive Golden Beats fitness 
& drumming program. Free. 
Register: (802) 309-5197. 

Using Power to Empower 
2 p.m., Cold Hollow 
Sculpture Park, 4280 
Boston Post Rd., 
Enosburgh. Creating 
community-focused, 
renewable systems across 
divergent cultures.Free. 
RSVP: coldhollow-
sculpturepark.com. 

Summer Mash-Up Festival 
4:30 p.m., Fairfax 
Community Rec Park. 

Music, food, local vendors. 
fairfaxrecreation.com. 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23 
Chris & Erica 
The Abbey Pub, Sheldon. 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24 
Enosburg Harvest Festival 
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Lincoln Park, 
Enosburg Falls. Live music, 
food, vendors. 

Child Car Seat 
& Safety Check 
9 a.m.-noon, Highgate Fire 
Dept., Highgate Ctr. Free. 

Drums Alive 
9 a.m., Franklin Town Hall. 
Fundamentals of 
DrumsAlive fitness & 
drumming program. Free. 
Register: (802) 309-5197. 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 30 
Phil Graziano 
The Abbey Pub, Sheldon. 

SATURDAY, OCT. 8 
Science in  
Words & Pictures 
2 p.m., Cold Hollow 
Sculpture Park, 4280 
Boston Post Rd., 
Enosburgh. Communicating 
complex ideas with humor 
& animation. Free. RSVP: 
coldhollowsculpture-
park.com. 

ONGOING 
Cold Hollow Sculpture Park 
Thursday-Sunday + 
holidays, noon-6, 4280 
Boston Post Rd., 
Enosburgh. coldhollow-
sculpturepark.com. 

Live at McLurg’s 
Fridays & Saturdays, 7 
p.m., McClurg’s Scottish 
Pub, 303 Main St., 
Enosburg Falls. 

St. Albans Bay Farmers Market 
Thursdays, 4:30-7:30 p.m., 
St. Albans Bay Town Park, 
St. Albans Bay. 

Richford Farmers Market 
Saturdays, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 21 
Main St., Richford 

Montgomery Farmers 
Market 
Saturdays, 9 a.m.-noon, 
Pratt Hall, Montgomery. 

Northwest Farmers Market 
Saturdays, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Taylor Park, St. Albans 
City.

Franklin County Sept/OCT 2022 Calendar of Events

FOGGY MORNINGFOGGY MORNING

A solitary fisherman waits for a bite on a cool, foggy, early-September morning that reminds everyone that autumn isn’t too 
far off.                                                                                                                                             Photograph by Alison Dezotelle
A solitary fisherman waits for a bite on a cool, foggy, early-September morning that reminds everyone that autumn isn’t too 
far off.                                                                                                                                             Photograph by Alison Dezotelle

http://fairfaxrecreation.com
http://fairfaxrecreation.com
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Well, it's in the bag! 
The first annual Lake Carmi 

C o m m u n i t y F o u n d a t i o n G o l f 
Tournament went off without a hitch. 
Mother Nature cooperated with ideal 
weather conditions. The course 
cooperated in many ways, but 
especially by allowing one player a 
hole-in-one on the fifteenth hole. And 
the club’s restaurant provided plenty 
of quality food and the beer cart was 
busy throughout the event.  
Although the final numbers aren't in 
yet, it appears the Lake Carmi 
Community Foundation, Inc. will 
receive a big boost in its funding as it 
works to address issues around the 
lake.  

For those unaware of the LCCF, it 
was created in August 2016. The goals 
of the Foundation are as follows: 

“The corporation is organized, and 
shall be operated, primarily for the 
purpose of conserving Lake Carmi as 
a resource for all people in the State of 
Vermont . Th i s corpora t ion i s 
organized, and is to be operated, 
exclusively for charitable and 

educational purposes within the 
meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the 
United States Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, as amended (the “Code”) (or 
the corresponding provision of any 

future federal tax code), and any other 
lawful purpose permitted to an entity 
referred to in Section 501(c)(3) of the 

LCCF Golf Tournament a BIG Success

See GOLF, pg. 15
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Code (or the corresponding provision 
of any future federal tax code).” 

We all have a stake, as well as 
significant investments, in the lake. 
The LCCF, along with the Lake Carmi 

Camper’s Association, the 
F r a n k l i n Wa t e r s h e d 
Committee, the Town of 
Franklin, and the state of 
Vermont are working 
diligently to improve and 

p r o t e c t t h i s 
w o n d e r f u l 
n a t u r a l 
resource. 
The LCCF is 
l o o k i n g f o r 
volunteers to 
serve on its 
B o a r d o f 
D i r e c t o r s . 
Please consider playing a 
role in the future of our 
little piece of paradise. 
The golf committee did an 
amazing job on this first 
attempt. There were some 
glitches here and there, but 
they will be addressed for 
future events. 
We would like to personally 
thank the Enosburg Falls 
C o u n t r y C l u b , t h e 
restaurant staff who kept 
the food and beverages 
coming, our sponsors, those 
who provided items for our 

silent auction and the gifts for the 
winners of our contests. Please be sure 
to visit our sponsors when looking for 
services they provide.  

Lastly, we would like to thank the 
volunteers who helped put this event 
together, and the golfers who took 
time from their busy schedules to join 
us in making our first attempt a 
success This was truly a team effort. 

Hope to see you around the lake. 

Sponsors 
Mullen Insurance Agency 
Wright's Excavating, Inc. 

Handy Toyota 
The Abbey 

Jolley Associates 
Champlain Valley Equipment 

Mylan Technologies, a Viatris Co. 
R. L. Valleee, Inc. 

Community National Bank 
Sticks & Stuff 
Union Bank 

Vaughn Comeau, Probate Judge 
Tamithy Howrigan Real Estate 

Belisle & Viens 
Peoples Trust Company 

Ava Maria/Our Lady of the Meadows 
Harrison Concrete 

Timothy G. Hurlbut, Esquire 

Silent Auction Donations 
Amy Snow 

Body Lounge 
Brandi Shilling 
Breezy Acres 

Champlain Country Club 
Dock Boys 

Vermont River Table-Chris Parent 
Franklin Maple Producers 

Collins Perley Sports & Fitness Center  
Eric Tobin 

Flower by Debbie 
Green Country Corners 

Susan Prasch 
Vaughn Comeau, Esquire 

Vermont Maple Gifts 
Pam Deuso 

Jay Peak Golf 
Boat Headqurters 

McCuins 
Working Dog Septic 

Body Lounge 
Village Frame Shoppe & Gallery 

Due North Vineyards 
Dukes 

American Walls & Pavers 
Shannon Kane 

Franklin General Store 
Coca Cola 

Deuso Family Maples 
Fisher House Greenhouse 

In Kind Donations 
Hull Insurance Agency 

Enosburg Falls Country Club 
Richford Country Club 

Bakersfield Country Club 
Williston Golf Club 
Neshobe Golf Club 
Links at Lang Farm 

Orleans Country Club 
Coca Cola 
Hannaford 
Freihofer 

Richard A. Gadbois, Esq. 
Sartwell Family Maples 

Grizzly Graphics 
Boston Post Dairy 

Plate 108 
Rocky Ridge Golf Club 

Volunteers 
Lorraine Mercy 

Les Johnson 
Ellen Read 

Suzi Hull Casavant 
Carol Costa 

David Larose 
Jan Gill 

Chris Gill 
Ruth Ann Krayesky 

Sue Ewins

The Lake Carmi 
Community Foundation 
would like to thank the 
following for helping to 

make our golf tournament 
an over-whelming success.

GOLF from pg.  13

Left: Todd Forsyth celebrates getting 
the day's only hole-in-one at the 
Enosburg Falls Country Club’s 15th 
hole. Above: A team of happy golfers 
enjoys the day.
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agricultural community as they work to implement 
Best Management Practices. 

As many of you know, Lake Carmi has drawn significant 
attention from local and regional media outlets, and we 
recently hosted members of our Congressional delegation at 
the lake who wanted to learn more about our concerns. We 
feel strongly that with every challenge comes an 
opportunity. We have an amazing collaboration of campers, 
farmers, community members, local and state elected 
officials and state clean water partners who are all trying to 
do their best to improve our situation. We have a unique 
opportunity to demonstrate for all Vermonters, what can be 
done if we all work together.  

While our work is far from over, we do want to thank all 
of our partners who have been with us throughout this 
journey. While we may not always agree, we very much 
appreciate their insights and partnerships with this 
important work. In a period where the state has 
unprecedented resources from COVID-related federal 
grants and tax revenue, it seems a good use of those funds 
to try to take a significant step forward to address the state’s 
only lake in crisis, as well as continue to learn more about 
what type of lake treatment would be the most effective for 
Lake Carmi. 
Rob Evans 
Franklin Watershed Committee President 
LCCA Vice President 

APPEAL from pg.  7
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CLASSIFIEDS 
Members of the LCCA who are current with their 
dues are permitted a free classified ad in all five 
issues of our newsletter. Merchandise ads are 
only run for two issues, unless renewed. Camp 
rentals can run for the entire season, but if you 
have no more availability, please notify the 
editor. 

COTTAGE FOR RENT: Mullen Shore; May 
thru Oct – Call (802) 373-1173 for details. 
COTTAGE FOR RENT: Hammond Shore Rd, 
fully furnished, bring your own linens. (802) 
285-6737. 
COTTAGE FOR RENT: Dewing Shore, 3 
bedrooms, large yard, high-speed fiber internet. 
Call or text (802) 289-3286. 
MAPLE SYRUP (all sizes), Raw Honey, 
Apples and Apple Cider (during season), Call 
Charlie Magnant: 285-2290. 
FOR SALE: Vermont Castings Resolute 
woodstove. Measures 26”x26”x26”. Clean. 
New glass in doors. Some accessories included. 
Heats a 20 x 20’ room. $500 or best offer. (802) 
285-6464. 
FOR SALE: Stowe Company Mansfield 13’ 
Explorer canoe, used., $250.  Also mooring 
buoy, diameter 12”, $50 OBO. Ernie Englehardt: 
(802) 223-5529. 
DON’T FORGET to get your winter supply of 
syrup and BBQ sauce when closing up your 
camp. BBQ Sauce: $8/bottle; Syrup: 1/2 gallon 
$22. Call Howard or Pam Deuso: (802) 
285-2031.

In Memoriam
Fredda Ploof (Jan. 20, 1944-Aug. 10, 2022) 

Fredda Ploof, 78, of Hammond Shore Rd., passed away 
on Wednesday, Aug. 10, 2022.  

For a full obituary, please visit goosfs.com/obituaries/
fredda-ploof.

Richard E. Boudreau (March 27, 1941-Aug. 11, 2022) 
Richard E. Boudreau, 81, of Franklin, passed away on 
Thursday, Aug. 11, 2022. 
For a full obituary, please visit gossfs/com/obituaries/
richard-boudreau.
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A bright, waxing gibbous moon hangs over Lake Carmi shortly after Labor Day weekend.       Photograph by Ellen Richards

MOONLIGHT IN FRANKLINMOONLIGHT IN FRANKLIN

I just got back in from walking 
my dog around Franklin village. It’s 
a little before 9 p.m., and the air is 
filled with the sounds of late 
summer: the chirps and buzzes of 
insects, the distant rumble of ATVs, 
the giggle of kids still outside 
playing after dark. 

Something else hangs in the air. 
It’s the first scent of autumnal 
decay. The leaves that adorn 
maples, birches, and beeches are 
tired, and soon they’ll change color, 
drop, and rot. It’s already begun on 
a few trees, and that smell carries 
on the evening breeze. 

For all intents and purposes, 
summer is over. As Oscar Wilde 
once observed, “… all at once, 
summer collapsed into fall.” It 
happens quick. 

Summer in Franklin is something 
special. If you’re reading this, odds 
are I don’t need to tell you. You 
a l ready know. But i t bears 
repeating. 

Special things never last, though, 
and this year, that’s for the best. 
Franklin’s watery heart – Lake 
Carmi – could do with some rest 
from the heat. It was a hard summer. 

I ’ m n o t g o i n g t o r e h a s h 
everything you’ve already read in 
this issue about the struggles the 

lake and its supporters have faced 
over the past few months. We’re all 
int imately familiar with the 
condition of the lake and the 
symptoms of its illness.  

Instead, as we cap off another 
season a t Lake Carmi , I ’m 
challenging readers to do something. 
Especially those who complain 
loudly and consistently about water 
quality, but do little else. 

Get in touch with those who 
possess the authority to make big 
decisions and spend big money. 
One email to several people can 
make a tremendous difference.  

It sounds naive and a bit cliche, 
but it’s true. I was told many times 
as a newspaper editor that if an 
elected official gets a dozen emails, 
letters, and phone calls about an 
issue, that’s enough to set off alarm 
bells. So let’s ring some bells. 

To make things easier, I’m 
including contact info here for a 
few of the folks worth sharing our 
concerns with. I’d share more if I 
had the space. 

Vermont’s Federal Delegation 
• Sen. Bernie Sanders: (800) 
339-9834, sanders .senate .gov/
contact/contact-form/ 
• Sen . Pa t r i ck Leahy : ( 800 ) 
642-3193, leahy.senate.gov/contact 

• Rep. Peter Welch: (888) 605-7270, 
welch.house.gov/contact 
Franklin County Reps 
• S e n . R a n d y B r o c k : ( 8 0 2 ) 
868-2300, rbrock@leg.state.vt.us 
• S e n . C o r e y P a r e n t : ( 8 0 2 ) 
370-0494, cparent@leg.state.vt.us 
• Rep. Lisa Hango: (802) 828-2228, 
lhango@leg.state.vt.us 
• Rep. Wayne Laroche: (802) 
828-2228, wlaroche@leg.state.vt.us 
• All other Franklin County reps can be 
found at legislature.vermont.gov/people/
search/2022. 
Legislative Committees 
• VT Senate Committee on Natural 
R e s o u r c e s & E n e r g y : 
legislature.vermont.gov/committee/
detail/2022/30 
• VT House Committee on Natural 
R e s o u r c e s , F i s h & Wi l d l i f e : 
legislature.vermont.gov/committee/
detail/2022/12 
VT Agency of Natural Resources 
• Sec. Julie Moore: (802) 828-1294, 
julie.Moore@vermont.gov 
 Keep in mind that many of these 

folks are up for re-election this fall. It’s 
a great time to have their ear. And if 
they don’t get re-elected, get the ears of 
those who take their place. 

The time to act is now. Otherwise, I 
fear the day will come when, while 
walking my dog on a mid-September 
evening, the only smell in the air will be 
that of a dying lake.

Summer’s End, and Not a Moment too Soon
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